10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

DEFENSI BLE SPACE, 2013

14 CCR, Division 1.5, Chapter 7 Fire Protection, Subchapter 3.,

Article 3. Fire Hazard Reducti on Around Buil dings and Structures

Amend 8§ 1299.03. Requirenents.

Def ensi bl e space is required to be nmaintained at all tinmes, whenever
fl anmabl e vegetative conditions exist. One hundred feet (100 ft.) of
def ensi bl e space cl earance shall be nmintained in two distinct “Zones”
as follows: “Zone 1" extends thirty feet (30 ft.) out from each
“Building or Structure,” or to the property |Iine, whichever cones
first; “Zone 2" extends fromthirty feet (30 ft.) to one hundred feet
(100 ft.) fromeach “Building or Structure,” but not beyond the
property line. The vegetation treatnent requirenents for Zone 1 are
nore restrictive than for Zone 2, as provided in (a) and (b) bel ow.
The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection’s “Property Inspection
Gui de, 2000 version, April 2000,” provides additional guidance on
vegetation treatnment within Zone 1 and Zone 2, but is not nandatory
and is not intended as a substitute for these regulations. This
publication may be found on the Departnent of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE) website at:

http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/fire_er/fpp_engi neering_vi ew?gui de_i d=8

(a) Zone 1 Requirenents:
(1) Renove all dead or dying grass, plants, shrubs, trees,

branches, |eaves, weeds, and pine needl es fromthe Zone whet her
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(b) Zone 2 Requirenents:

such vegetation occurs in yard areas around the “Buil ding or
Structure,” on the roof or rain gutters of the “Building or

Structure,” or any other location within the Zone.

(2) Renove dead tree or shrub branches that overhang roofs, bel ow
or adjacent to wi ndows, or which are adjacent to wall surfaces,
and keep all branches a mnimumof ten feet (10 ft.) away from

chi mey and st ovepi pe outl ets.

(3) Relocate exposed firewood piles outside of Zone 1 unless they

are conpletely covered in a w nd-bl own enber resistant materi al

Exanpl es include: A secured tarp, canvas, or building naterial.

Whodpiles in Zone 1 nust also have 10 feet (10 ft.) of non-

conbusti bl e surface cl earance, including bare mneral soil, on

t he exposed sides. An exposed side is one not abutting a non-

conbusti bl e vertical surface.

(4) Renove flanmmabl e vegetation and itens that could catch fire
whi ch are adjacent to or under conbustibl e decks, bal conies and

stairs.

(1) In this zone create horizontal and vertical spacing anong

shrubs and trees using the “Fuel Separation” method, the
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“Conti nuous Tree Canopy” nethod or a conbination of both to

achi eve defensibl e space cl earance requirenents. Further guidance
regarding these nethods is contained in the State Board of
Forestry and Fire Protection’s, “General Guidelines for Creating
Def ensi bl e Space, February 8, 2006,” incorporated herein by
reference, and the “Property |Inspection Cuide” referenced

el sewhere in this regulation. The “CGeneral Guidelines for
Creating Defensible Space” nay be found on the Board s website
at :

http://ww.fire. ca. gov/ COFBOFDB/ pdf s/ Copyof 4291fi nal gui del i nes9_2

9_06. pdf.

(2) In both the Fuel Separation and Continuous Tree Canopy

net hods the foll owi ng standards apply:

(A) [reserved} Dead and dyi ng woody surface fuels and

aerial fuels shall be renoved. Loose surface litter, normally

consisting of fallen | eaves or needles, twi gs, bark, cones, and

snmal | branches, shall be permitted to a depth of 3 inches.

(B) Cut annual grasses and forbs down to a maxi num hei ght

of four inches (4 in.).

(O Al | L il . : :
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directions— Al wood piles nust have 10 feet (10 ft.) of non-

conbusti bl e surface cl earance, which can include bare m nera

soil, on the exposed sides. An exposed side is one not abutting a

non-conbusti bl e vertical surface.

(c) For both Zones 1 and 2:

(1) “CQutbuildings” and Liquid Propane Gas (LPG storage tanks
shall have the followi ng mnimumcl earance: ten feet (10 ft.) of
cl earance to bare mneral soil and no flammuabl e vegetation for an

additional ten feet (10 ft.) around their exterior.

(2) Protect water quality. Do not clear vegetation to bare

m neral soil and avoid the use of heavy equi pnent in and around
streans and seasonal drainages. Vegetation renoval can cause
soil erosion, especially on steep slopes. Keep soil disturbance

to a mnimumon steep sl opes.

Note: Authority cited: Public Resources Code Sections 4290 and 4291
Ref erence: Public Resource Code Section 4291, Health and Safety Code

Sections 18908 and 18917.
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